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Amendments to the Claims: 

Claims 1-17 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 6, 8, 9 and 12-17 are independent. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): An exposure method comprising the steps of: 

illuminating a patt e rn form e d on a mask using an illumination system that forms 
an effective light source having a first part that mainly includes erfy s-polarized light and a 
second part that mixes s-polarized light and p-polarized light; and 

projecting, through a projection optical system having the effective light source at 
its pupil plane , light from a pattern of the mask onto an object to be exposed. 

2 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): An exposure method according to claim 1, wherein the first 
part of the effective light source has an annular shape in which the s-polarized light polarizes in a 
tangential direction of the annular shape. 

3 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): An exposure method according to claim 2, wherein the 
second part of the effective light source has a circular shape that is located inside the first part of 
the effective light source . 
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4 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): An exposure method according to claim 2, wherein the 
second part of the effective light source has an annular shape corresponding to the shape of the 
aperture stop that is located inside the first part of the effective light source . 

5 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): An exposure method according to claim 1, wherein light 
intensity of the second part of the effective light source is smaller than that of the first part. 

6-17 (CANCELLED): 
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